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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 



(Currently amended) A component restraint system that is used to secure 
electronic component to a circuit board, comprising: 
a backing plate; 

a post extending from said backing plate, said post having a plurality of 
stop surfaces; 
spring radially disposed around said post; and 

\clip which, when inserted onto said post, engages a stop surface of said 
post and compresses said spring, 
whetein said plurality of s top surfaces permits said spring to be variably 
\compressed . 

2. (OriginalJyThe restraint system of claim 1 further Including a plurality of 
posts protruding ^rom said backing plate, each post having a clip and a spring 
disposed thereon. 



3. (Original) The Restraint system of claim 1 further including four posts 
protruding from said badking plate and including stop surfaces, each post having 
a dip and a spring disposed thereon. 

4. (Original) The restrainVsystem of claim 2 wherein each post has an upper 
end distal from said backing plate and the clip for each post is pushed down over 
the upper end until the clips engage the stop surfaces of the posts. 

5. (Original) The restraint system of claim 4 wherein said electronic 
component and circuft board are disposed between said backing plate and said 
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and, as said springs are compressed by said clips, said electronic 
onent is secured to said circuit board. 

6. C^nginal) The restraint system of claim 5 further including heat sink also 
disposed^etween said backing plate and said springs, said heat sink further 
disposed between said electronic component and said springs. 



7. (Previously amended) The restraint system of claim 4 wherein said upper 
ends of said posts comprise tips formed between the distal end of the post and 
the stop surfaces, each tip having a smaller crass section at its distal end than at 
the stop surfaces. 



8. (Original) The restraint system of claim 4 wherein said upper ends of said 
posts are substantially conicslly shaped. 

\ 

9. (Previously amended) The restraint system of claim 1 wherein said clip 
includes protruding members which define a hole in which said post is inserted, 
said protruding members are pushed apart as said clip is pushed along said post 
towards a stop surface. 



10. (Canceled). 



1 1 . (Currently amended) An electronic assembly, comprising: 
a circuit board; 
a backing plate; 
a plurality of springs; 

a plurality of posts extending from said backing plate through said circuit 
board and said spring s r o ach poct^aving a plu re 
s urface s; 

an electronic component and heat sink sandwiched between said circuit 
board and said springs; and 
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plurality of clips, one clip per post; , which, w hen^Bsefted-Ofrte-sajd-peste, 

l ek i ng pla te-wrtii-foe 
■s urf a c es of said -p o s ts, said clips - compr ess 
^aid-sp ring s as tho clipo o re pushed toward said stop s urface s . 
whereir^each clip is ada pted to engage one of the posts in a plurality of 
different positions to compr ess one of said s prin gs to one of a 
plurality of different compressive forces. 



12. 



\ 



(Currently amended) The circuit board of claim 11 wherein each clip 
jnel HdpR protruding momborp which rinfinn -> hnin in mhinh „m ic i n J c rtod, 
s aid protrud i ng mombo F S ar e pushod npn rt nrr n n i d clip I n puoh o d U uwi i t ,j i d post 
towordo a o top ourfacol engages said cost In three different position s. 



13. (Currently amended) The circuit board of claim 11 in which paid poctc 
hav e a d is ta l end opposite caid brak i ng plat* ^ [rmh i nVn n tip that ha c 3 cro c c 
rr nr rt io n that increases from tho dictal ond of tho poot towards tho otop 
s urfao e s.oach clip can compress one of said sprinoa to three different positio n* 
on said post. 



14.-19. (Canceled). 



20. 




(Currently amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a processor and heat sink; \ 
an output device coupled to said processor; 
a circuit board; 
a backing plate; 
a plurality of springs; 
a plurality of posts extending from s X aid backing plate through said circuit 

board and said springs, onrrh pnnt hnvtng a pluuiHy uf step 

s urfaooo ; 
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^aid processor and heat sink disposed between said circuit board and said 
springs; and 

a plurality of clips, one clip per nnst;.. whirh ,.,h™ i^r,^ nnto C3id pQtK 
are pn shod down thn pnrt^ tropin nn j fi h n n h ing p lat o u n ti l t he 



flips e ngag e tho ct 

A 



g« irf rpringo nn fhn n l i pn nm pnnh rr l t nwnrrl r n ii il ulup l ui L i lu i . 
wherein each of said clips has dip me m bers that are pushed apart tn 
engage the po sts in a plur ality of different positions 



21. (New) The computer system of claim 20 wherein in each of said clips, 
portion of the clip is bent downward. 



22. (New) The computer system of claim 21 wherein said portion of said clip 
that is bent downward limrts the rotational movement of said clip relative to said 
post. 



23. (New) The computer system of claim 20 wherein said clip is fabricated 
from metal. 



24. (New) The computer systemW claim 20 wherein upon removal of said clip 
from sa^ dp ost. said clip members^turnto an initial position. 
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